


FUTURE

THE POSSIBLE WAYS OF EXPRESSING THE  FUTURE IN ENGLISH

a) The Present Simple

b) The Present Continuous

c) The going to be form

d) The future simple

e) The future continuous

f) The future perfect

g) The future perfect continuous

h) will + infinitive, used for intentions

i) be + infinitive

j) be about + infinitive 

a) The Present Simple

- for future preplanned impersonally


The boys start school on Monday.

b) The Present Continuous

NOTE: to avoid confusion between future and present meaning you MUST mention the time

- for future preplanned personally

- for the near future


Bob and Bill are meeting tonight.

c) The going to be form

- for intention, which is always considered in advance and some preparations for this action have been made - they are very likely to be performed 


I'm going to meet Steve at the station.

- for emphasis on subject's intention + time clause


What are you going to become (be) when you grow up?


When I retire, I'm not going to wear boring clothes.

- without time clause for immediate or near future


I'm going to play you a latest LP by Artrosis.

- for inevitable 


Look at those clouds! It's going to rain.


How pale this girl is! She's going to faint!
d) The future simple

will + bare infinitive 

(shall may be used for 1st persons singular and plural)

NOTE: to avoid doubts it safer to use will in most cases and yet the safest form is the short one 'll

- for opinions and predictions about the future


We'll probably find him at the hotel. 

- for future habits


Spring will come again.


There will be another Metalmania next year.

- for formal announcements


The President will open the new heliport tomorrow.

e) The future continuous

will+ be +the present participle
NOTE: you don't have to specify the time, however you may and you may use this tense either for near or distant future

- for actions in progress at a certain point of time in the future


This time tomorrow I will be sitting in Hard Rock.


Next Sunday at 8 p.m. they will be listening to Anathema.

- for future without intention


I will be helping Mary tomorrow. 
(I'm not very willing and I 
haven't arranged that yet. I only say that the action will happen.)

- for action which is a normal course of events


I will be talking to Inga tomorrow. (I haven't arranged it, but I work 
with her, so as usual, I'll meet her tomorrow.)

NOTE: the difference is not always important

f) The future perfect

will + perfect infinitive

- for actions which start in the future and will be completed at the later point of future time


(I save $50 a month. I started in January.) By the end of the year I will 
have gathered $600.

g) The future perfect continuous

will + have been + present participle
- used similarly to present perfect continuous, so here action is stressed; we are interested in the future action which will start at some point in the future and will be in progress for some time in the future until a certain point in time


By the end of next month he will have been training horses for 
twenty years.

h) will + infinitive, used for intentions

NOTE : 'with intention' means that the speaker will act according to his wishes

- for intention at the moment of speaking


(The phone is ringing.)

I'll answer it.


(Adam on receiving a telegram saying that his father is ill)

I'll go 
home tonight. 

NOTE: after using "h)" if the speaker tells about the action again, he will use be going to or present continuous 

SO


Adam will say later on about his decision: I'm going home tonight.

Ad. i) be + infinitive

- for orders and instructions:


No one is to leave the building without the permission of the police.


(no one must leave)


He is to stay here till we return. (he must stay)

an impersonal way of giving orders

+ 'you' means that you say the instructions given by somebody else, not you


compare:
Stay here, Tom.
(You're ordering him  not to go away.)




You are to stay here, Tom.
(Here you may say what 








somebody else ordered.)

Ad. j) be about + infinitive 

- to express the immediate future


They are about to start. (They are on the point of starting.)
